Take a Musical Trip Assignment
Explorations in Music – Music 200x   - Lisa Kljaich - Instructor
Pick a Topic
For this assignment, you are going to explore the music of another culture. Western Music is excluded from this assignment.  Listen or read the instructions given in the video. 
The Content Links for this assignment are a starting point. You are encouraged to explore further. The internet is great – but periodicals and books are also wonderful sources. You have been given some topics in the Content Links, but you are not limited to those topics. There is so much to explore!!! Follow your own inclinations. Ask your instructor if you aren’t sure your topic is a good one. 
Why Does This Music Sound Different?
Use the elements of music to explain why the music you selected has a distinctive flavor that sets it apart. Timbre, harmony, texture, rhythms, etc. all lend themselves to creating a distinctive sound. Is there a social or cultural aspect? Music serves different functions in different cultures. Make sure you address this important aspect. 
It’s All About the Music – of course
Reading about music only gets you so far. Your blog is going to need to provide some “real” music. You will need at least 2 selections of music for this blog. Your readers and instructor need to be able to get to these examples with ease. 
Your Opinion
Use your musical elements vocabulary to describe your personal reaction to the selections you provided. Additionally, your opinion needs to be related to the distinctive cultural sounds that you identified. 
Scholarship
Like your previous blogs, you will need at least two cited sources. What reputable sources did you use? Who wrote the music? Make sure you include the basic information about each work you feature in your blog.
Editing
Good writing counts. Penalties for poor editing will be applied. Same thing for video. Don’t ramble. Have a script or an outline to follow. 
Grading
In this analysis assignment, you will be graded on the following:	
Basic Information – Title (in italics if necessary), date, composer, country of origin – 10 points
Describing and illustrating the distinctive sound found in the genre you selected, and specifically in the works you presented. Social/cultural aspects need to be included, and your opinion– 50 points
Citing your research, and utilizing quality sources – 20 points
Presentation – 20 points
